for the general or statesman, long in 
retirement, to ponder the old docu- 





The Real Villains of the 
William Manchester Book 

By Judith Crist, Critic-at-Large 

With the publication of the Man- 
chester book (and who outside the 
remotest igloo or jungle tree-house 
would have to be told that it’s Wil- 
liam Manchester’s Death of a Pres- 
idenf!), there is further fuel for the 
fire of controversy, for the continuing 
debate on just who has been the 
villain in the case. Arguments and 
evidence and confidential informa- 
tion will fill the air: 

Was the righteous author undone 
by the rich and powerful clansmen? 

Were the honorable noblemen vic- 
timized by a money-minded writer 
whom they trusted? Was the lovely 
lady, the grieving wife, betrayed in 
her deepest emotional confidences — 


where our demand for "fact” is im- 
mediate, and the demand, made with 
all the salivating impatience of the 
voyeur, is backed up with hard cash — 
to the tune of millions of dollars. The 
era of acceleration is also the era of 


plete dissatis- 
faction with 
ourselves. The 
villains? Time 
to plead guilty, 
Isuspect.END 



